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OTHER WORKS TO BE READ DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR

*SEE NOTE ON OFFENSIVE MATERIAL IN BOX ABOVE

Hamlet, William Shakespeare








                      Maggie: A Girl of the Streets, Stephen Crane
Of Mice and Men, John Steinbeck
As I Lay Dying, William Faulkner 





               

           Their Eyes Were Watching God, Zora Neal Hurston





                      The Awakening, Kate Chopin









           The Metamorphosis,  Franz Kafka




 
                  


Other Nonfiction selections, Short stories, poetry, Varied Authors

If you are a slow reader, you may wish to begin reading these before they are assigned.

Student Choice Novels Study Questions
-- Answer all questions neatly in one notebook that you turn in on the first day of the fall semester (even if you do not take the class until the second semester).
 

Black Boy by Richard Wright 

Instructions:  Answer each of the following two questions in a one-page essay (one page each question). Be sure to use specific examples from the book itself. Remember: you are trying to convince me that you read the book. 
 1. When it was published in 1945, Black Boy was read primarily as an attack on the violence and oppression of the Jim Crow South; during the 1960s, critics began to focus on the sensibility of the narrator - how his experiences shaped him, how he found his voice and satisfied his yearning for _expression. Which view of the novel feels most on target to you?
 2. Compare the male and female characters as they are presented in Black Boy. To what extent is Richard rebelling against the powerful role of women in African-American families? Do you think Wright is a misogynist, as some critics have written? Are there any men in the book to whom Richard feels close or to whom he turns for guidance or mentoring?
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood   Why Select The Handmaid’s Tale?
In the world of the future, who will control women's bodies?  Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may leave the home of the Commander and his wife once a day to walk to food markets whose signs are now pictures instead of words because women are no longer allowed to read. She must lie on her back once a month and pray that the Commander makes her pregnant, because in an age of declining births, Offred and the other Handmaids are only valued if their ovaries are viable.
Funny, unexpected, horrifying, and altogether convincing, The Handmaid's Tale is at once scathing satire, dire warning, and tour de force

Instructions:  Answer any four (4) of the following five questions in a one-half page essay (one-half page each question). Be sure to use specific examples from the book itself. Remember: you are trying to convince me that you read the book.
 1. In Gilead, women are categorized as wives, handmaids, Marthas, or Aunts, but Moira refuses to fit into a niche. Offred says she was like an elevator with open sides who made them dizzy, she was their fantasy. Trace Moira's role throughout the tale to determine what she symbolizes. 
2. Aunt Lydia, Janine, and Offred's mother also represent more than themselves. What do each of their characters connote? What do the style and color of their clothes symbolize?

3. The commander in the novel says you can't cheat nature. How do characters find ways to follow their natural instinct?
4. Why is the Bible under lock and key in Gilead?
5. Babies are referred to as "a keeper," "unbabies," "shredders." What other real or fictional worlds do these terms suggest?

 

Catch 22 by Joseph Heller  “In today’s rat race, even if you win, you’re still a rat.”
Instructions:  Answer each of the following two questions in a one-page essay (one page each question). Be sure to use specific examples from the book itself. Remember: you are trying to convince me that you read the book.

1.  Describe how Heller mingles humor and terror, comedy and tragedy to produce dazzling yet realistic effects in his novel. 

2.  Examine, in some detail, the growth of Yossarian as a character who moves from escapism to hope, courage and a sense of responsibility?
River Town by Peter Hessler – Answer ALL of the following in complete sentences.

1. What were the waiguoren?

2. What Shakespearean play do the Chinese students study?

3. What unusual habit (at least to Chinese views) does Peter do each morning?

4. What does Peter look to on Raise the Flag Mountain as a symbol of how much Chinese he is learning?

5. What was the significance of particular marks Peter saw and many houses?

6. What are “stick-stick solders”?

7. What was the most frequently performed procedure in Sichuanese emergency room?

8. What happened to the long letter on a computer disk that Peter sent his parents?

9. Describe the cause and describe the event of the confrontation between Peter and a Chinese man toward the end of the book.
10. Describe in one-half page paragraph what you consider to be Hessler’s overall view of his experiences, what he learned, etc.

The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls  
Why Select The Glass Castle?   The book portrays important messages to college students about determination, personal strength, courage and forgiveness. It challenges stereotypes about who lives in poverty, and reminds us how much some of us have had to overcome to be get here. 

Reading Questions for The Glass Castle Answer any FOUR in one-half page each.
1. The first story Walls tells of her childhood is that of her burning herself severely at age three, and her father dramatically takes her from the hospital: "You're safe now" (p. 14). Why do you think she opens with that story, and how does it set the stage for the rest of the memoir?

2. Consider the metaphor of a glass castle and what it signifies to Jeannette and her father. Why is it important that, just before leaving for New York, Jeannette tells her father that she doesn't believe he'll ever build it? 

3. The two major pieces of the memoir -- one half set in the desert and one half in West Virginia -- feel distinct. What effect did such a big move have on the family -- and on your reading of the story? How would you describe the shift in the book's tone? 

4. Were you surprised to learn that, as adults, Jeannette and her siblings remained close to their parents? Why do you think this is? 

5. Besides the obvious financial barriers, what other types of obstacles did Jeannette need to overcome in order to achieve her goal of getting to college? 

6. What skills or attributes developed in childhood helped Jeannette be a success in college? What did she have to leave behind?

7. In college, Jeannette is singled out by a professor for not understanding the plight of homeless people; instead of defending herself, she keeps quiet. Why do you think she does this? 

8. Growing up, Jeannette frequently finds herself not quite fitting in, or “on the outside, looking in”. What contributed to these feelings? Do you think these feelings are common to all adolescents? Under what circumstances might you have had these feelings?

9. Though it portrays an incredibly hardscrabble life, The Glass Castle is never sad or depressing. How do you think that Walls achieved that effect? 

10. For many reviewers and readers, the most extraordinary thing about The Glass Castle is that, despite everything, Jeannette Walls refuses to condemn her parents. Were you able to be equally nonjudgmental? 
Woman Warrior by Maxine Hong Kingston  -- Answer any four (4) of the following five questions in a one-half page essay each.)
1. What sort of picture does this story give us of traditional Chinese society? What does the story of No Name Woman teach Maxine about China and about herself?










2. How does Maxine's life in America compare to Fa Mu Lan's story? What does Maxine learn from the story of Fa Mu Lan? How does this relate to No Name Woman's story?









3. In “Shaman,” when does the story shift from China to America, and why does it shift at this point? How does the story develop the conflict between Chinese tradition and American culture? What does Maxine learn from her mother's story, and how is it related to the earlier stories in the book?









4. What is the Western Palace and why is it significant?









5. In “A Song for a Barbarian Reed Pipe,” why does Maxine create a list of things to tell her mother? How does her mother respond? What do you make of this climactic moment of the memoir? Does the final talk-story of Ts'ai-Yen serve as fitting end for the memoir? Why or why not?
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien  Answer any two of the following three questions in a one-page essay (one page each question). Be sure to use specific examples from the book itself. Remember: you are trying to convince me that you read the book
1.  According to O’Brien, what is the difference between story-truth and the real truth? What examples from the novel help explain this distinction? 



                      



           
 2.  How does the author’s notion of courage change over the course of the novel? What does he think courage is before the war, and how does he view it now? 



          


           
 3. Explain the significance of the books title. What are the soldiers carrying and how does it affect them? 

The Good Earth by Pearl Buck   Answer any two of the following six questions in a one-page essay (one page each question). Be sure to use specific examples from the book itself. Remember: you are trying to convince me that you read the book
1, Talk about the family's sojourn away from their land and the injustice of Wang Lung's treatment by those in his society who have more.

2. What do you think of the dilemma O-lan initiates in suggesting they sell their daughter for a chance to go back to their home? Talk about Wang Lung's response to her and the Chinese traditions this illuminates.

3. Talk about the family's change of fortunes. What does it force them to confront about their culture and themselves?

4. The land always provides a solace for Wang Lung. Discuss at least three passages from the first half of the novel that talk about the land and what it means to the novel's main character.

5. Much of the latter part of the novel is taken up with death, marriage and procreation. Discuss what you have learned from this book about the Chinese culture in relation to these major life milestones.
6. As you finish the book, make a list of the two characters you found most admirable and redeeming, and the two you found least so. Discuss how the author's moral message seems to play out in the natures of her characters and their struggles.

Dialectical Notebook on Summer Readings
For the novels for which you do not have reading questions, you should keep a dialectical notebook following the directions below.

Keep analytical responses on notebook paper. 

Using a dictionary or your own previous knowledge, write a brief definition of the following literary terms: 

Setting

Imagery
Diction

Characterization
Point of View 

Tone

Theme

For each work assigned, please do the following:

1. At the top of the page, write the title and author.

2. Beneath the title, summarize the chapter in two or three sentences.

3. Use a straightedge to draw a vertical line down the center of the page. 

4. As you read, look for passages that interest you, bother you, make you angry, or bore you to tears. Look for examples of characterization, setting, symbolism, and interesting (or non-interesting) wording, etc. Don’t tell me what the writer says; tell me how he says it. On the left side, write out one to three sentences which strike you as excellent, unique, or puzzling. In this section, write the page number the entry.

5. Use the right side of the page to record your comments, questions, and observations. Avoid general comments like “The diction is nice and flows smoothly.” Work to make your responses specific and relevant.

6. Write a total of ten (10) entries for each book.
SAMPLE ENTRY:


“The moon in the yard was getting more and more bright. The lights in the camp looked dim and there were black shadows from the barracks. There were four big steps up to the mess hall and they were in shadow, too. There was a little light built over the door and it was swinging and creaking in the freezing cold. And there was kind of rainbow around all the lights but it was hard to say if it was from the frost or because they were so dirty.” (pg. 160)

Here are some other examples from OF MICE AND MEN, a book we’ll read during the school year.




QUOTES




COMMENTARY

	4. “…If you jus’ happen to get in trouble like yo always done before, I want you to come right here an’ hid in the brush” (15). 
	Is this foreshadowing of future events? Lennie is a troublemaker and the author is warning us that he will probably get into more trouble. 

	5. DICTION:  “red light dimmed…leaves whispered” (16). 
	The soothing words “dimmed” and “whispered” set a peaceful tone  on the closing of the day and the soft sounds of evening. “Dimmed” is a softening of the sunlight and “whispered” carries the connotations of softness and intimacy.

	6. CHARACTERIZATION: “got a crooked back where a horse kicked him”(20)
	Crooks is who is flawed. Because of disability, he is isolated from others and his race makes it worse. All the characters seem to be isolated and lonely. 

	7. “And at his heels there walked a dragfooted sheepdog, gray of muzzle, and with pale, blind old eye” (24)
	imagery “dragfooted sheepdow” gives impression of a slow moving disability on the part of the dog. His “gray muzzle” shows his old age while his “pale, blind old eye” hints uselessness to the men around him. His descriptions are similar to his owner’s and both are cast aside and deemed worthless by most of the men on the ranch. This worthlessness foreshadows the dog’s eventual death.


NOTE ON OFFENSIVE MATERIAL


These are college level texts, and some contain offensive language and mature subject matter. If you find one of the works personally offensive, let me know immediately, and a substitute novel will be assigned. If you do not let me know within the first couple of days of the novel being assigned, I will expect you to have it read by the due date.





SUMMER READING – FIVE BOOKS REQUIRED





READ THESE TWO (required): (CHECK TEST IN CLASS)





The Great Gatsby, F. Scott Fitzgerald


The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain





PLUS ANY THREE OF THESE: (Journal questions attached)





	THE THINGS THEY CARRIED, Tim O’Brien


	WOMAN WARRIOR,  Maxine Hong Kingston


A HANDMAID’S TALE, Margaret Atwood


CATCH 22, Joseph Heller


RIVER TOWN, Peter Hessler


Black Boy, Richard Wright


THE GLASS CASTLE, Jeanette Walls


*THE HIDING PLACE, Corrie ten Boom


*CATCHER IN THE RYE, J.D. Salinger 


   	* (No journal questions on these last two—keep dialectical journal)





NOTE:  Questions should be answered in a reading journal to be turned in on the first day of class of the fall semester –Journals not turned in on the first day will incur a grade of 0/200 for summer reading. If FOR ANY OF THE ABOVE BOOKS reading questions are not given (for example, GREAT GATSBY, HUCK FINN, CATCHER IN THE RYE, HIDING PLACE) you must keep a DIALECTICAL NOTEBOOK according the directions on the last page of this packet. This, too, should be in your reading journal. Journals MUST BE BOUND IN FOLDER OR NOTEBOOK – NO LOOSE SHEETS!





This example of setting shows the frigid and bleak conditions under which the prisoners worked. The “moonlight” creates “black” shadows, harsh and cold. The image of “dirty frost” furthers the idea that in this environment even something as lovely as moonlight can be harsh and dirty.








