Pre- AP English 10 Summer Reading Assignment- 2009/2010
In order for you to complete your assignment for summer reading, you will be required to read three books before the first day of school. You must read Things Fall Apart- Achebe and choose two of the following novels to complete your assignment. In addition to reading, you will write a focus essay on one of the three novels that you have read. Please choose the novels that most interest you, not just the novels that are the shortest. The choices are as follows:
· Cold Sassy Tree- Olive Ann Burns
· Alas, Babylon- Pat Frank

· Lord of the Flies- William Golding

· Ethan Frome-Edith Wharton
· The Time Machine- H.G. Wells

· Murder on the Orient Express- Agatha Christie

The Focus Essay- Read these instructions before you start reading your books!!!!
You are required to write a focus essay for one of your three choices; you will also have a test on all three the first week of school. A focus essay is a very precise and in-depth study on one (literary) element of the novel. Each essay should be around two double-spaced typed pages. Because this essay is very concise, you must choose one element of the novel that you would like to discuss in more detail. Topics are unlimited. You may look at something very obvious, such as a theme, or you may choose to explore something not so obvious, such as an author’s use of color. Here are a few suggestions for the essay: the author’s use of names throughout the novel (symbol), stream of consciousness, point of view, imagery, the use of landscape, the use of nature, foreshadowing, diction, irony, humor, symbolism, metaphors and similes, or theme. Please remember that this is not a book report or a summary of events. A focus essay explores one topic of the novel (such as symbolism. Your essay should not only explain this element, but it should also answer how or why the author uses this element. On the other hand, this is not a research paper either, and you should not use any outsides sources besides the book itself and dictionary, if needed. I have attached an example for your convenience.  
Organization

Your essay should begin with a quoted passage that illustrates your focus. Use correct quotation formation, including the page number.  Example: “blah blah blah” (25).

Your paper should be around two double-spaced typed pages. The end of your paper should include a proper works cited entry. Follow this format: Author’s last name, first name. Title of book. City: Publisher, copyright date. 

Grading
You must complete a focus essay for one novel that you have read. Your essay must be typed. The focus essay is worth 50 points. Don’t forget to include correct spelling, punctuation, grammar, etc. Read carefully because we will have a test on all of these novels the first week of school for 50 points each. This assignment is worth 200 points in its entirety and will severely impact your grade if you fail to do it! If you have any questions, or if you would like to e-mail me (as a Microsoft Word attachment) your assignment, please contact me at BrookeDodd@aol.com. Happy Reading! 
