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           Clay-Chalkville High School

Dear Parents and Students:

All high schools in the Jefferson County School District operate under an alternating block schedule.  The alternating block schedule is a non-traditional schedule based on offering each student 8 classes that run the full year, which will meet two to three times per week.  

Selecting a sound academic program for one’s high school career is becoming increasingly complicated.  Clay-Chalkville High School offers a modern, comprehensive curriculum designed to prepare each student for his current needs, higher education, or entry into the world of work.  We cannot stress strongly enough the need for careful and intelligent planning with the student, his parents, and his counselor, if sound programs are to be well adapted to individual requirements.

As you examine the course selections please consider short-term and long-term goals.  Be aware that we have a variety of electives from which you may choose; on the other hand, we also have a number of requirements for graduation which must be kept in mind at all stages of planning.  Our counselors are available to answer questions about any of the courses that are listed on the course selection sheet and the requirements for each diploma type.  Students and/or their parents are invited to make an appointment with our counselors as needed.  Please keep in mind that once you have placed a choice on your course selection sheet you are in the class.  We will not change schedules if you have placed a course on your selection sheet.  Classes are scheduled by these selection sheets, so it crucial that you be very careful when making your selections.   
Please be guided in your choice of programs by today’s job and college admission requirements.  If you have a question, please call the school to determine accurate information.  We will be more than pleased to assist you by answering any questions which may arise or clarify situations about which you may have doubt.

Above all, please plan a program which challenges you to appropriately set realistic goals and enables you to take advantage of the diversified offerings available here.  Always plan course selections with alternatives in mind, since that is the only flexible way to assure a sound education in today’s constantly changing environment.

As always, the school is ready to help you in any way we can.  Please do not hesitate to call.

Steve Laney
Principal
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English
** GPA indicates the quality point value of the course.

    
 +0.5 for Pre-AP

   “Regular” means no additional quality point is added.


 +1.0 for AP & Dual Enrollment
	JefCoEd

Number
	Course Title
	Pre- Requisite
	Course Description

	1090
	*English 9


	Eng. 8


	English 9 addresses the required 9th grade Alabama Course of Study standards in reading, literature (predominantly world lit.), writing and language, research and inquiry, oral and visual communication. Students produce a short research paper on a teacher approved topic and refine their writing skills in narrative, expository, and persuasive writing. Students are introduced to Shakespearean drama (Romeo and Juliet), and grade level appropriate novels from the JefCoEd Recommended Reading list.  Students will participate in the One Book-One School reading program.  Book selection will be announced at a later date.  

	
	
	
	Fee: None                    
	**GPA: Regular

	1092


	*English 9

Pre-AP
	Eng. 8

Or

Eng. 8 H Pre-AP

With a “B” average in previous English Classes
(This course is recommended for students who are motivated to attempt a more challenging 9th grade English curriculum.)
	English 9, Honors Pre-AP accelerates the study of required 9th grade Alabama Course of Study standards in reading, literature (predominantly world lit.), writing and language, research and inquiry, oral and visual communication. Students produce a longer research paper on a teacher approved topic and refine their writing skills in narrative, expository, and persuasive writing.  Rigorous Pre-AP strategies from LTF are implemented as students analyze the meaning and effect of a passage related to its grammar and syntax. Students are introduced to Shakespearean drama (Romeo and Juliet) and more challenging novels from the JefCoEd Recommended Reading list. 

Summer reading is required.  Students will need to see teacher for packet.  

	
	
	
	Fee:  None                    
	**GPA: +.50 For an A, B, C or D


ENGLISH ELECTIVES
History of Film in America (1308) – This course is designed to expose students to the development of cinema in America from the silent era through the present.  In addition to watching films in class, students will research and write about the development and achievements in American film in the various decades of the 20th century.  Students will learn to appreciate film as an art form, as a form of entertainment, and as a profound form of human expression.  A fee of $20.00 is required.  
Creative Writing (1150) – This course is designed to allow highly motivated students to produce various types of writing—stories, poetry, journals, and personal essays.  It is designed for students who enjoy writing and for those who wish to increase their knowledge of various writing techniques.  The student learns the characteristics of a creative writer as well as elements of creative writing, including structures, devices, vehicles, foundation, and catalysts.  The course centers on composing and revising for publication.  The student will be encouraged to enter writing contests.  Prerequisite:  A grade of “B” or higher in English from the previous term or year.  A fee of $15.00 is required

Mythology (1307) – Mythology exposes students to the myths and legends of various cultures, both ancient and modern.  The course offers units on Greek, Roman, Norse, Medieval and African-American mythology and folklore.  Mythology would reinforce material covered in English classes and give students a broader exposure to the beliefs, religion and customs of the cultures mentioned above.  Students will not only read and analyze the purposes of the myths in the text but will also be given the opportunity to compose original myths.  Students will be given the opportunity to complete a class project, which would involve producing a newspaper composed by articles related to myths.  A fee of $20.00 is required. 

ADDITIONAL ELECTIVES
Literary Magazine (1151) – Students will work in this class to develop a theme, solicit and review student works submitted, and design and produce the literary arts magazine.  As with other school publications, students will be held accountable for attendance, commitment to task, fulfillment of deadlines and maintenance of a positive attitude.  Prerequisites:  Overall “C” average, “B” average in English, three favorable teachers’ recommendations, workshop attendance during the summer or school year, application/interview, and advisor approval.

Freshman Studies (Study Skills)   (9705) -  This is a multifaceted course designed to provide students the opportunity to make a smooth transition from middle to high school by learning strategies to improve school performance, make positive choices, learn more about themselves, and start setting positive personal and academic short-and long-term goals. This Class is required for all freshmen.
Mathematics
** GPA indicates the quality point value of the course.

    
 +0.5 for Pre-AP

   “Regular” means no additional quality point is added.


 +1.0 for AP & Dual Enrollment
	JefCoEd

Number
	Course Title
	Pre- Requisite
	Course Description


	2089


	Pre-AP 

Algebra I (Grades 8-9)
	Honors Pre-AP Pre-Algebra 8 or Pre-Algebra 8 and teacher recommendation “B” average in previous Math classes
(This course is recommended for students who are motivated to attempt a more challenging 9th grade Mathematics curriculum.)
	Honors Pre-AP Algebra I emphasizes the skills and strategies students need to succeed in Pre-AP math courses that eventually lead to AP Statistics and/or AP Calculus in grades 11 and/or 12.  This rigorous course teaches the content of Algebra I with increased emphasis on problem solving and projects with additional performance expectations.  Students will analyze linear functions graphically, numerically, verbally, and algebraically and begin use of the graphing calculator.


	
	
	
	Fee:  none                  
	GPA:  +.5 for A, B, C or D

	2091
	Algebra I (9-12)
	Pre-Algebra
	Algebra I is an extensive study of algebraic properties and operations with the real number system.  Students will analyze linear functions graphically, numerically, and algebraically. Problem solving situations will require the use of exponents and operations on polynomials, radicals, and rational expressions.  Algebra I is required for the Advanced Academic Endorsement (effective beginning with Freshmen Class of 2008) and is recommended for all college bound students.

	
	
	
	Fee:  none
	GPA:  regular

	2092
	Algebra A
Students must complete Algebra A and B to meet the Algebra requirement for Graduation
	Pre-Algebra 8
	Algebra A, followed by Algebra B, is designed to give students a basic understanding of algebraic operations and the real number system at a slower pace than Algebra I.   Enrollment in this course will delay enrollment in Algebra II with Trig and Chemistry courses which are necessary for success on the ACT and prevent students from progressing to Pre-Calculus, a course which is recommended for all college bound students.  Algebra A/B satisfies the requirements for the Academic Endorsement but cannot be used for Advanced Academic Endorsement (effective beginning with Freshmen Class of 2008). 

	
	
	
	Fee:  none
	GPA: regular

	2099


	Geometry
	Algebra I or Algebra IA/IB


	Geometry is the study of two and three dimensional figures, coordinate geometry, transformations, and properties and theorems related to lines, circles, and triangles. Spatial sense, inductive reasoning and deductive reasoning are developed.  Geometry is required for the Alabama High School Diploma. 

	
	
	
	Fee: none             
	GPA:  regular

	2103
	Pre-AP Geometry
	Honors Pre-AP Algebra I or Algebra I and teacher recommendation 
“B” average in previous math classes
(This course is recommended for students who are motivated to attempt a more challenging 9th grade Mathematics curriculum.)
	Honors Pre-AP Geometry emphasizes the skills and strategies students need to succeed in Pre-AP math courses that eventually lead to AP Statistics and/or AP Calculus in grades 11 and/or 12.  This rigorous course includes an in-depth study of formal proof and extensive applications of topics studied in Geometry with additional performance expectations.  Tenth graders who wish to progress to AP Calculus should take Pre-AP Algebra II with Trigonometry concurrently with this course.
  

	
	
	
	Fee:  none                  
	GPA:  +.5 for A, B, C or D


Science
** GPA indicates the quality point value of the course.

    
 +0.5 for Pre-AP

   “Regular” means no additional quality point is added.


 +1.0 for AP & Dual Enrollment
	JefCoEd

Number
	Course Title
	Pre- Requisite
	Course Description

	3099


	Biology
	N/A
	This course (or Pre-AP Biology) is required of all students for graduation.  The science portion of the Alabama High School Graduation Exam is based solely on the standards from this course.  In this course, students will study the unity and diversity of life.  Topics include cell processes, energy for life, cellular reproduction, heredity, classification, and ecology.  Content standards require emphasis on open-ended laboratory exploration, active investigation, and analysis of ideas.

	
	
	
	Fee: None                   
	GPA:  Regular

	3100


	Biology, 

Pre-AP


	“B” average in previous science classes.  
(This course is recommended for students who are motivated to attempt a more challenging 9th grade Science curriculum.)
	This course (or Regular Biology) is required of all students for graduation.  The science portion of the Alabama High School Graduation Exam is based solely on the standards from this course.  In this course, students will study the unity and diversity of life.  Topics include cell processes, energy for life, cellular reproduction, heredity, classification, and ecology.  Content standards require emphasis on open-ended laboratory exploration, active investigation, and analysis of ideas.  The Pre-AP or Pre-IB curriculum will include more in-depth study of biological topics.  The goal of this course is to equip students with the knowledge and skills needed to be successful in AP and/or IB Biology and other advanced science courses.  Students will be introduced to complex problems that have multiple correct solutions using an open-ended approach.  The Pre-AP or Pre-IB course will focus on scientific inquiry, mathematics integration, and higher level thinking skills.

	
	
	
	Fee:  None                 
	GPA:  +0.5 For an A ,B, C or D


Social Studies
** GPA indicates the quality point value of the course.

    
 +0.5 for Pre-AP

   “Regular” means no additional quality point is added.


 +1.0 for AP & Dual Enrollment
	JefCoEd

Number
	Course Title
	Pre- Requisite
	Course Description

	4100


	World History: 1500 to the Present  

Grade 9 
	None
	Students continue their study of world history from 1500 to the present.  Key skill sets for this class are critical thinking and analysis as students examine the historic, geographic, economic, political, social, and cultural records of the past and the present.   “Through historical inquiry, students gain an understanding and appreciation of history as a story of people much like themselves and become increasingly able to understand global interdependence and connections among world societies.”

	
	
	
	Fee:  None
	GPA:   Regular

	4102


	Pre-AP World History: 1500 to the Present    Grade 9 
	“B” average in previous Social Studies classes.  
(This course is recommended for students who are motivated to attempt a more challenging 9th grade Social Studies curriculum.)
	Using a variety of instructional strategies and formats, students will continue their study of world history from 1500 to the present.  The ability to think critically and analyze data will be important in helping students to explore the historic, geographic, economic, political, social, and cultural records of the past and the present.   The use of historical inquiry will help students gain a deeper understanding and an appreciation of history.   As students examine the “footprints” of previous cultures and societies they will begin to see how developments in Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Americas influenced the growth and formation of their world.  Ultimately as the world continues to “shrink” via technology, students will be better able to understand complex geographic concepts and understand the connectedness of people around the world.  Students will also read the following outside novels:  All Quiet on the Western Front by Remarque 

	
	
	
	Fee: None                   
	GPA:  0.5 For an A, B, C or D


Physical Education
Only one P. E. course per year may be counted towards AHSAA eligibility.  All 9th graders are required by the Alabama State Department of Education to have scoliosis screening through the Physical Education Department.  All students are required to take L.I.F.E Course/PE; athletics cannot be substituted.  
Physical Education/L.I.F.E. (5090) – This course is REQUIRED for all 9th graders.  Athletics and Band cannot be substituted.  Students participate in a variety of activities such as volleyball, badminton, bowling, skating, archery, gym hockey, soccer, basketball, Frisbee, and softball.  A basic knowledge of rules and skills for these activities is also provided.  Physical fitness is emphasized, and all students are tested in the fall and again in the spring using the Physical Fitness Test.  This course meets the PE graduation requirement.  

Fine Arts

Band Concert (6093) – Band is open to all students in Grades 9-12 who can demonstrate proficiency on woodwind, brass, or percussion instruments.  This course is designed to expand students’ knowledge and technical skills in instrumental music.  The band also participates at certain athletic and community affairs. Prerequisite: Beginning and Intermediate Band at the middle school level.  A fee of $25.00 is required.   

Concert Choir (6131) – This mixed choir is open to all students, male and female.  No audition is required.  This choir will sing a wide variety of music and will participate in concerts, competitions, and community performances.  A fee of $25.00 plus the cost of robe cleaning is required.  
Debate Beginning (6125) – Debate provides instruction in the skills of formal argumentation.  The student researches and debates the Birmingham Area Debate League and National Forensic League debate resolutions both formally and informally.  Students are introduced to oral interpretation through the dramatic presentation of poetry and short stories.  Students must fill out an application and be accepted for this class.  A fee of $25.00 is required.   
Theatre Arts Beginning (6115) – Beginning Theatre Arts is a performance course that incorporates an introduction to the theatre, basic theatre concepts, beginning acting, and theatre appreciation.  A student should complete this course before enrolling in Advanced Theatre Arts.  The beginning course provides the basic information and experience necessary for successful participation in the other theatre course offerings.  Students should have opportunities to observe preparations and performances of educational, community, and professional theatre.  Out-of-class work is required.  A fee of $25.00 is required.
Family and Consumer Science

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCES EDUCATION

Family, Career and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA), an integral part of the curriculum for all Family and Consumer Sciences Education courses, enhances leadership development skills and provides opportunities for community service.

Family Dynamics (8394) – Family Dynamics is comprehensive in nature and serves as the foundational course in Family and Consumer Sciences Education.  This one-credit course is designed to assist students in recognizing the roles, responsibilities, and importance of the family.  Course content provides opportunities for students to explore family, food, clothing, housing, financial, and consumer needs throughout the life span.  Additional concepts include goal setting, etiquette, table setting, marriage readiness, parenting issues, balancing work and family, making decisions as a responsible young adult, assessing effects of technology on the family, and exploring career options related to life.  This course is open to all students.  A fee of $25.00 is required.   
Business Tech

This program is designed to give students an opportunity to obtain knowledge in various paths prior to entering the workforce. Career Pathways include Marketing Management, Computer Technology, and Information Systems, and Finance.

Future Business Leaders of America-Phi Beta Lambda (FBLA-PBL) and an Association of Marketing Students (DECA) are co-curricular components of the business/marketing program.  Both student organizations enhance classroom instruction, develop leadership skills, and provide opportunities for professional growth and service.

Business Technology Essentials (8430) – This course is designed for students to master basic skills in the areas of word processing, database management, spreadsheet, presentation, Internet, and e-mail. Students have the opportunity to identify ethical issues pertaining to information systems and to gather information about careers in technology. Communication and critical thinking skills are reinforced through the use of software applications. Simulations and projects promoting teamwork and leadership skills offer opportunities for application of knowledge and skills.  This course is required for computer literacy credit and/or ninth grade students. A fee of $25.00 is required.   
BUSINESS/MARKETING COMPLETER PATHWAYS

In order to be considered a completer the student must earn three credits:  one required course, one concentrator course, and one completer course in one of three defined areas of eligibility.
	Computer Technology and Information Systems

	Required Course:
	Business Technology Essentials (8430)

	Concentrator Course Electives:
	Interactive Multimedia Design (8197)

	
	Integrated Computer Technology (8195)

	
	Any Career/Technical Education course approved by the SDE which meets the student’s career objective

	Completer Course:
	Co-op, any other Business/Marketing course, any related academic course, or any related Career/Technical Education course.


	Management

	Required Course:
	Entrepreneurship and Management (8265)

	Concentrator Course Electives:
	Administrative Principles (8198)

	
	Personal and Business Finance (8189)

	
	Business and Marketing Essentials (8250)

	
	Marketing Dynamics (8252)

	Completer Course:
	Co-op, any other Business/Marketing course, any related academic course, or any related Career/Technical Education course.


	Marketing

	Required Course:
	Marketing Dynamics (8252)

	Concentrator Course Electives:
	Business and Marketing Essentials (8250)

	
	Entrepreneurship and Management (8265)

	
	Personal and Business Finance (8189)

	
	Business Technology Essentials (8430)

	
	

	
	Any Career/Technical Education course approved by the SDE which meets the student’s career objective

	Completer Course:
	Co-op, any other Business/Marketing course, any related academic course, or any related Career/Technical Education course.


	Finance

	Required Course:
	Accounting Principles (8198)

	Concentrator Course Electives:
	Personal and Business Finance (8189)

	
	Integrated Computer Technology (8195)

	
	Any Career/Technical Education course approved by the SDE which meets the student’s career objective

	Completer Course:
	Co-op, any other Business/Marketing course, any related academic course, or any related Career/Technical Education course.
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