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Balliett, Blue.

Chasing Vermeer.

When seemingly unrelated and strange events start to happen and a precious Vermeer painting disappears, eleven-year-olds Petra and Calder combine their talents to solve an international art scandal. AR 6.0 pts/Level 5.4. Mystery Fiction.
Bauer, Joan.

Backwater.

While compiling a genealogy of her family of successful attorneys, sixteen-year-old history buff Ivy Breedlove treks into the mountain wilderness to interview a reclusive aunt with whom she identifies and who in turn helps her to truly know herself and her family. AR 6.0 pts/Level 5.1. Fiction.
Bauer, Joan.

Hope Was Here.

When 16-year-old Hope and the aunt who has raised her move from Brooklyn to Mulhoney, Wisconsin, to work as waitress and cook in the Welcome Stairways diner, they become involved with the diner owner’s political campaign to oust the town’s corrupt mayor. Newbery Honor. AR 6.0 pts/Level 5.1. Fiction.

Birdsall, Jeanne.

The Penderwicks: a Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, and a Very Interesting Boy.
National Book Award for Young People’s Literature. 2006.

AR 8.0 pts/Level 4.7. Fiction.

Bloor, Edward.

Tangerine.

Twelve-year-old Paul, who lives in the shadow of his football hero brother Erik, fights for the right to play soccer despite his near blindness and slowly begins to remember the incident that damaged his eyesight. AR 13.0 pts/Level 4.3. Sports Fiction.
Booraem, Ellen.

The Unnameables.

On an island in whose strict society only useful objects are named and the unnamed are ignored or forbidden, 13-year-old Medford encounters an unusual and powerful creature, half-man, half-goat, and together they attempt to bring some changes to the community. AR 10.0 pts/Level 4.8.
Brooks, Bruce.

What Hearts.
After his mother divorces his father and remarries, Asa’s sharp intellect and capacity for forgiveness help him deal with the instabilities of his new world. Newbery Honor. AR 6.0 pts/Level 6.1. Growing Up Fiction.
Clements, Andrew.

Things Not Seen.

When fifteen-year-old Bobby wakes up and finds himself invisible, he and his parents and his new blind friend Alicia try to find out what caused his condition and how to reverse it. AR 9.0 pts/Level 4.5. Fiction.
Creech, Sharon.

Bloomability.

When her aunt and uncle take her from New Mexico to Lugarno, Switzerland, to attend an international school, 13-year-old Dinnie discovers her world expanding. AR 7.0 pts/Level 5.2. IRA Teen Favorite Fiction.
Creech, Sharon.

Ruby Holler.

AR 6.0 pts/Level 4.3. Favorite Fiction.

Creech, Sharon.

The Wanderer.

Newbery Honor. AR 6.0 pts/Level 5.2. USA Middle School Favorite Fiction.
Curtis, Christopher Paul.

Mr. Chickee’s Funny Money.

Flint Future Detective Club members Steven Carter, his friend Russell, and Russell’s huge dog Zoopy solve the mystery of a quadrillion-dollar bill with the image of James Brown on it. Accelerated Reader fall 2006.

Dumas, Alexandre

The Count of Monte Cristo.

After escaping from the island where he has been in prison, Edmond Dantes plots his revenge on the people responsible for his imprisonment. Classic Fiction.
Duncan, Lois.

Locked in Time.

Nore arrives at her stepmother’s Louisiana plantation to find her new family odd and an aura of evil and mystery about the place. AR 10.0 pts/Level 6.5. Mystery Fiction.
Ellis, Deborah.

The Breadwinner: an Afghan Child in a War Torn Land.

Describes life in Afghanistan for women after the Taliban gain control of the government. AR 4.0 pts/Level 4.5. Recent Historical Fiction.
Farmer, Nancy.

The House of the Scorpion.

In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United States. Newbery Honor. AR 15.0 pts/Level 5.1. Science Fiction.
Ferris, Jean.

Love among the Walnuts, or, How I saved My Family from Being Poisoned.

Born and raised in isolation in a wealthy, eccentric family, Sandy is shocked when he, his parents, and their servants become victims of a vicious plot by his greedy uncles to incapacitate them and take their money. AR 8.0 pts/Level 5.7. Favorite Fiction.

Frederick, Heather Vogel.

Much Ado about Anne.

Entering seventh grade at Walden Middle School, four girls continue their Mother-Daughter Book Club, reading Lucy Maud Montgomery’s Anne of Green Gables while dealing with a mean, troublemaking classmate. AR 11.0 pts/Level 4.9.
Funke, Cornelia Caroline.

Inkheart.

Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that her father, who repairs and binds books for a living, can “read” fictional characters to life when one of those characters abducts them and tries to force him into service. AR 23.0 pts./Level 5.4. USA Middle School Favorite Fiction.

Gipson, Fred.

Old Yeller.

One of the classic best dog stories ever. Read it. Fiction. AR 5.0 pts/Level 5.0.
After reading Old Yeller, try Lassie Come Home by Eric Knight, also an Accelerated Reader, also a Classic. 
Grimes, Nikki.
Bronx Masquerade.

While studying the Harlem Renaissance, students at a Bronx high school read aloud poems they’ve written, revealing their innermost thoughts and fears to their formerly clueless classmates. Coretta Scott King Award. AR 4.0 pts/Level 4.5. Fiction.
Haddix, Margaret Peterson.

Turnabout.

After secretly receiving injections at the age of 100 that are meant to reverse the aging process, Melly and Anny Beth grow younger until, as teenagers, they try to find a guardian to take care of them as they return to infancy. AR 7.0/Level 5.3. USA Middle School Favorite Fiction.

Haddix, Margaret Peterson.

Uprising.

In 1927, at the urging of 21-year-old Harriet, Mrs. Livingston reluctantly recalls her experiences at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory including miserable working conditions that led to a strike, then the fire that took the lives of her two best friends, when Harriet, the boss’s daughter, was only five years old. Includes historical notes. AR 14.0 pts/Level 5.6.
Halam, Ann.

Dr. Franklin’s Island.
Semi, Miranda, and Arnie are among 50 British Young Conservationists on their way to a wildlife conservation deep within the rain forests of Equador. After a terrifying plane crash, these three are the sole survivors, stranded together on a deserted tropical island – or so they think – until they run into the hands of Dr. Franklin, a mad scientist who is eager to use them as specimens for his experiments in genetic engineering. AR 10.0/Level 5.0. Fiction.

Hautman, Pete.

Snatched.
Too curious for her own good, Roni, crime reporter for her high school newspaper, teams up with Brian, freshman science geek, to investigate the beating and kidnapping of a classmate. AR 5.0 pts/Level 4.1. Mystery Fiction.
Horowitz, Anthony.

Skeleton Key.

Reluctant teenage-spy Alex Rider, on a routine mission at the Wimbledon tennis championships, gets caught up in Chinese gangs, illegal nuclear weapons, and the suspect plans of his Russian host, General Sarov. AR 10.0 pts/Level  4.9. Espionage Adventure Fiction.

Kain, P.G.

The Social Experiments of Dorie Dilts: the School for Cool.

Twelve-year-old Dorie Dilts has just moved from California to New Jersey. Determined to attain popularity, she collects data on what it takes to be popular by studying girls her age at the mall. Soon, Dorie’s experiments reveal the pitfalls of popularity and help her discover true friendship. Girls’ favorite. AR 8.0 pts/Level 5.8.
Koss, Amy Goldman.

The Cheat.

When Sarah gets her hands on the answers to the 8th grade geography midterm and decides to share them with some other students, the consequences are far-ranging. AR 4.0 pts/Level 4.2. Fiction.

Koss, Amy Goldman.

The Girls.
Each of the girls in a middle-school clique reveals the strong, manipulative hold one of the group exerts on the others, causing hurt and self-doubt. AR 3.0 pts/Level 4.7. Fiction.
L’Amour, Louis.

Hondo.

The story of a lonely, harsh man, yet beneath the harshness and the necessary violence, he was a kind and just man who had come to terms with the land in which he lived. AR 8.0 pts/Level 5.1. Fiction.
Lipsyte, Robert.

One Fat Summer.

An overweight fourteen-year-old boy experiences a turning point summer in which he learns to stand up for himself. AR 6.0 pts/Level 4.2. Fiction.
London, Jack.

White Fang.
AR 19.0 pts/Level 8.4. Classic Fiction.
MacHale, D.J.

The Pilgrims of Rayne. (Pendragon series)

“Journal of an adventure through time and space” AR high interest. Fantasy Fiction.
McCully, Emily.

The Bobbin Girl.

A ten-year-old bobbin girl working in a textile mill in Lowell, Massachusetts, in 1830 must make a difficult decision – whether or not she will participate in the first workers’ strike in Lowell. AR 0.5. / Level 4.2.
McKay, Hilary.
Forever Rose.

As Christmas approaches, 11-year-old Rose, the youngest member of the eccentric Casson family, discovers that life is filled with both catastrophic problems and wonderful surprises. AR 8.0 pts/Level 5.4.
Michaelsen, Ben.

Touching Spirit Bear.

After his anger erupts into violence, fifteen year-old Cole, in order to avoid going to prison, agrees to participate in a sentencing rehabilitation alternative based on the native American Circle Justice, and he is sent to a remote Alaskan Island where an encounter with a huge Spirit Bear changes his life. AR 9.0 pts/Level 5.3. Boys’ Favorite Fiction.

Miller, Sarah Elizabeth

Miss Spitfire: Reaching Helen Keller

At age twenty-one, partially-blind, lonely but spirited Annie Sullivan travels from Massachusetts to Alabama to try and teach six-year-old Helen Keller, deaf and blind since age two, self-discipline and communication skills. AR 8 pts/Level 5.8. Historical Alabama Fiction.
Montgomery, Lucy M. (Lucy Maud)

Chronicles of Avonlea.

AR 11.0 pts/Level 8.2. Fiction.

Namioka, Lensey.

Ties That Bind, Ties That Break.

Ailin’s life takes a different turn when she defies the traditions of upper class Chinese society by refusing to have her feet bound. AR 5.0 pts/Level 5.5. Fiction.

Nix, Garth

Lady Friday.

Sequel to: Sir Thursday.

Still holding the fourth key, Arthur Penhaligon receives a suspicious offer from Lady Friday and travels to the Middle House to find out if he should accept it. AR Level 6.0.
Oppel, Kenneth.

Airborn.

Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and Kate, a wealthy young girl traveling with her chaperone, team up to search for the existence of mysterious winged creatures reportedly living hundreds of feet above the Earth’s surface. AR 15.0 pts/Level 5.1. Fiction.
Paterson, Katherine.

Lyddie.

Impoverished Vermont farm girl Lyddie Worthen is determined to gain her independence by becoming a factory worker in Lowell, Mass., in the 1840s. AR 9.0 pts/Level 5.6. Historical fiction.
Paterson, Katherine.

Jacob Have I Loved.

The story of twin sisters, one adored and the other despised by everyone, who grow up on a tiny Chesapeake Bay island. Newbery Medal. AR 8.0 pts/Level 5.7. Fiction.
Perkins, Mitali.

First Daughter: Extreme American Makeover.

During her father’s presidential campaign, 16-year-old Sameera Righton, who was adopted from Pakistan at the age of three, struggles with campaign staffers who want to give her a more “all-American image” and create a fake weblog in her name. AR 10 pts/Level 5.7.
Perkins, Mitali.

First Daughter: White House Rules.

Once 16-year-old Sameera Righton’s father is elected president of the United States, the adopted Pakistani-American girl moves into the White House and makes some decisions about how she is going to live her life in the spotlight. AR 7.0 pts/Level 5.3.
Petersen, P.J.

Rising Water.

Tracy, her brother, and the new animal care volunteer at the Jefferson Science Center travel by boat to feed a dog stranded by flooding, and end up having a full day of dangerous adventures, which give them new perspectives about themselves and about each other. AR Level 3.8.

Rawlings, Marjorie Kinnan.

The Yearling.

A young boy living the the Florida backwoods is forced to decide the fate of a fawn he has lovingly raised as a pet.

AR 19.0 pts/Level 5.0. Fiction.
Rinaldi, Ann.

A Break with Charity: a Story about the Salem Witch Trials.
While waiting for a church meeting in 1706, Susanna English, daughter of a wealthy Salem merchant, recalls the malice, fear, and accusations of witchcraft that tore her village apart in 1692. AR 8.0 pts/Level 4.7. Historical fiction.
Roberts, Willo Davis.

Twisted Summer.

Fourteen-year-old Cici hopes for a romantic summer at the beach but instead finds herself trying to solve a murder that had occurred there the previous year. AR 7.0 pts/Level 5.4. Mystery Fiction.

Roberts, Willo Davis

The View from the Cherry Tree.

Rob admits having seen a murder, but no one believes him – except the murderer. AR 7.0 pts/Level 5.2. Suspense and Mystery Fiction.
Schmidt, Gary D.

The Wednesday Wars.

During the 1967 school year, on Wednesday afternoons when all his classmates go to either Catechism or Hebrew school, seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. Baker’s classroom where they read the plays of William Shakespeare and Holling learns much of value about the world he lives in. AR 12.0 pts/Level 5.9. Bildungsroman.
Sewell, Anna.

Black Beauty.
A horse in nineteenth-century England recounts his experiences with both good and bad masters.

AR 11.0 pts/Level 7.7. Historical Fiction.

Sleator, William.

Singularity.

Sixteen-year-old twins Harry and Barry stumble across a gateway to another universe, where a distortion in time and space causes a dramatic change in their competitive relationship. AR 7.0 pts/Level 4.9. Science Fiction.
Smith, Greg Leitich.

Ninjas, Piranhas, and Galileo.

Honoria, Shohei, and Elias, who are “united together against THAT WHICH IS THE PESCHTIGO SCHOOL,” face conflict over their budding romantic interests and a science project gone awry. AR 5.0 pts/Level 5.2. Fiction.
Spinelli, Jerry.

Space Station Seventh Grade.

Seventh grader Jason narrates the events of his year, from school, hair, and pimples, to mothers, little brothers, and a girl. AR 8.0 pts/Level 4.8.
Stevenson, Robert Louis.

Treasure Island.

Young Jim Hawkins discovers a treasure map in the chest of an old sailor who dies under mysterious circumstances at his mother’s inn. He shows it to Dr. Livsey and Squire Trelawney who agree to outfit a ship and sail to Treasure Island. Among the crew are the pirate Long John Silver and his followers who are in pursuit of the treasure. AR 12.0 pts/Level 8.3. Classic Fiction. 
Sutcliff, Rosemary.

The Light beyond the Forest: the Quest for the Holy Grail.
A retelling of the adventures of King Arthur’s knights, Sir Lancelot, Sir Galahad, Sir Bors, and Sir Percival, as they search for the Holy Grail. AR 6.0 pts/ Level 6.6. Fiction.

Tarshis, Lauren.

Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell Out of a Tree.

A quirky and utterly logical seventh-grade girl named Emma-Jean Lazarus discovers some interesting results when she gets involved in the messy everyday problems of her peers. AR 4.0 pts/Level 5.2. Humorous Fiction.
Tolan, Stephanie S.

Surviving the Applewhites.

Jake, a budding juvenile delinquent, is sent for home schooling to the arty and eccentric Applewhite family’s Creative Academy, where he discovers talents and interests he never knew he had. Newbery Honor. AR 7.0 pts/Level 5.5. Fiction.

Van Draanen, Wendelin.

Flipped.

In alternating chapters, two teenagers describe how their feelings about themselves, each other, and their families have changed over the years. AR 8.0 pts/Level 4.8. Favorite Fiction.

Wallace, Rich.

Southpaw.

After moving to New Jersey following his parents’ divorce, Jimmy Fleming tries out for the seventh-grade baseball team while also trying to cope with his new life and dealing with his overly-competitive father. AR 2.0 pts/Level 4.3. Sports Fiction.

Wilder, Thornton.

The Bridge of San Luis Rey.

AR 5.0 pts/Level 7.1. Classic Fiction.

Woodson, Jacqueline.

Feathers.

When a new, white student nicknamed “The Jesus Boy” joins her sixth grade class in the winter of 1971, Frannie’s growing friendship with him makes her start to see some things in a new light. AR 4.0 pts/Level 4.4.
Wrede, Patricia C.

Dealing with Dragons.

Bored with traditional palace life, a princess goes off to live with a group of dragons and soon becomes involved with fighting against some disreputable wizards who want to steal away with the dragons’ kingdom. AR 8.0 pts/Level 5.5. Fantasy Fiction.
NONFICTION, FOLKTALES, POETRY, ETC.
Asirvatham, Sandy.

The History of the Blues.

This book provides a comprehensive look at the history of blues music, from its origins to the present time, including the musicians involved in creating that history.
Avi.

Poppy.

An animal fable that reflects on human life – whether it is home life or playground life where the bullies and the brave take their turns, where rules and free spirits often tangle. AR 4.0 pts/Level 4.5. Fables.
Bealls, Melba Pattillo.

Warriors Don’t Cry: a Searing Memoir of the Battle to Integrate Little Rock’s Central High.

Beals chronicles her harrowing junior year at Central High where she underwent the segregationists’ brutal organized campaign of terrorism which included telephone threats, vigilante stalkers, economic blackmailers, rogue police, and much more. AR 9.0 pts/Level 6.5. Memoir.

Berrill, Margaret.

Mummies, Bones, & Body Parts.

Describes the wide variety of human remains, the use and abuse of them, what they reveal about life in the past, and contemporary attitudes toward the dead. AR 1.0 pts/Level 6.4.
Bridges, Ruby.

Through My Eyes.

Ruby Bridges recounts the story of her involvement, as a six-year-old, in the integration of her school in New Orleans in 1960. Memoir.
Broadwater, Andrea.

Mary McLeod Bethune: Educator and Activist.
This book traces the life and achievements of the black educator who fought bigotry and sought equality for blacks in the areas of education and political rights. AR 3.0 pts/Level 7.7. Biography.
Budiansky, Stephen.
The World According to Horses: How They Run, See, and Think.

Discusses the interaction between people and horses, the horse as a social animal, its intelligence, abilities to communicate, athletic abilities, and physical evolution.
Canfield, Jack.

Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul: the Real Deal.

“School: Cliques, classes, clubs, and more.”
DeAngelis, Gina.

The Triangle Shirtwaist Company Fire of 1911.

This book examines, using eyewitness accounts, the tragedy that killed 146 workers in a New York City garment factory.
Douglas, Ann.

The Family Tree Detective: Cracking the Case of Your Family’s Story.
Shows children how to research their family trees.
Fradin, Dennis B.

Ida B. Wells: Mother of the Civil Rights Movement.

An illustrated biography of 19th century activist Ida B. Wells, focusing on her crusade against the practice of lynching, and discussing her role in the founding of the NAACP, and the campaign for women’s voting rights. Biography.

Fraser, Lindsey.

Conversations with J.K. Rowling: the Only Authorized Biography of J.K. Rowling.
Biography.
Freedman, Russell.

The Voice that Challenged a Nation: Marian Anderson and the Struggle for Equal Rights.
Tells the life story of singer Marian Anderson, describing her famous 1939 Lincoln Memorial performance and explaining how she helped end segregation in the American arts after being refused the right to perform at Washington‘s Constitution Hall because of the color of her skin.
Krull, Kathleen.

A Kids’ Guide to America’s Bill of Rights: Curfews, Censorship, and the 100-Pound Giant.
Examines the ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution that make up the Bill of Rights, explaining what the amendments mean, how they have been applied, and the rights they guarantee.

McCormack, Shaun.

Cool Papa Bell.

Provides a brief introduction to the life and career of African-American baseball player James “Cool Papa” Bell. AR 2.0 pts/Level 6.8. Sports Biography.
Murphy, Jim.

An American Plague: the True and Terrifying Story of the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 1793.
Describes the illness known as yellow fever and the toll it took in Pennsylvania, relating the epidemic to the major social and political events of the day and to 18th-century medical beliefs and practices. AR Level 9.0.
Murphy, Jim.

The Great Fire.

Dramatic account of the great Chicago fire. Newbery Honor. AR 4.0 pts/Level 7.6.
Myers, Walter Dean.

The greatest: Muhammad Ali.
AR 6.0 pts/Level 7.8. Biography.

Nelson, Peter.

Left for Dead: a Young Man’s Search for Justice for the USS Indianapolis.

Recalls the sinking of the U.S.S. Indianapolis at the end of World War II, the Navy cover-up and unfair court martial of the ship’s captain, and how a young boy helped the survivors set the record straight fifty-five years later.
Nye, Naomi Shihab.

19 Varieties of Gazelle: Poems of the Middle East.

Philbrick, Nathaniel.

Revenge of the Whale: the True Story of the Whaleship Essex.
Recounts the 1820 sinking of the whaleship “Essex” by an enraged sperm whale and how the crew of young men survived against impossible odds. Based on the author’s adult book In the Heart of the Sea. AR 9.0 pts/Level 8.3.
Ryden, Hope.
Wild Horses I Have Known.
Text and photographs depict mustang social behavior observed by the author, as well as an account of how the mustang established itself and adapted to being a wild horse in the American West.
St. George, Judith.

In the Line of Fire: Presidents’ Lives at Stake.

Examines the assassinations of Presidents Abraham Lincoln, James Garfield, William McKinley, and John F. Kennedy, discussing the life and career of each man, the motivations of their killers, and effect of their murders on the nation. AR 3.0 pts/Level 7.3. Nonfiction.
Severance, John B.

Gandhi, Great Soul.
A biography of Mohandas K. Gandhi, a man who gave up his successful law practice and dedicated his life to helping free the people of India from British rule through a program of peaceful resistance. Biography.
Severs, Vesta-Nadine

Oswald Avery and the Story of DNA.

A biography of the Canadian-born bacteriologist whose research on pneumonia and other bacteria led to a new understanding of DNA which, in turn, led to DNA fingerprinting in criminal investigation, paternity testing, and genetic engineering. AR 1.0 pt/Level 8.9.
Sobel, Syl.

The U.S. Constitution and You.

Explains how the U.S. Constitution works, describing the three branches of government, checks and balances, amendments, and the rights of the people and the states, and compares the rights of people in the U.S. to those of other countries. Nonfiction.

Taylor, Maureen.

Through the Eyes of Your Ancestors: a Step-by-Step Guide to Uncovering Your Family’s History.
Discusses genealogy, the study of one’s family, examining how such an interest develops, how to get started, how to use family stories and keepsakes, where to get help, and the positive effects of such study. Nonfiction.
Wooten, Sara McIntosh.

Margaret Bourke-White: Daring Photographer.

Describes the life and accomplishments of photojournalist Margaret Bourke-White, whose work includes some of the most important photographs of the twentieth century. AR 3.0 pts/Level 7.1. Biography.
SERIES AND AUTHORS
Canfield, Jack.

Chicken Soup series.
Creech, Sharon.

Farley, Walter.

Black Stallion series.

Funke, Cornelia Caroline.

Inkheart series.

Gantos, Jack.

Joey Pigza series. Follow Joey with his ADHD in this boys’ favorite series.
George, Jean Craighead.

Gutman, Dan.

Honus & Me (Baseball Card Series)

Haddix, Margaret Peterson.

Hobbs, Will.

Try any of his adventure and survival books.

Jacques, Brian.

Redwall series.

Korman, Gordon.

Lawrence, Iain.

The Wreckers, The Smugglers, etc.

Lewis, C.S.

The Chronicles of Narnia       and try another series by Lewis …
Lewis, C.S.

Out of the Silent Planet.

The first of a trilogy. The title of the second: Perelandra, and the third: That Hideous Strength. A philologist is kidnapped and taken via spaceship from England to Malacandra where he escapes and goes on the run. AR 10.0 pts/Level 7.4.

McCaffrey, Anne.

Fantasy Fiction series.

Michaelsen, Ben.

Nix, Garth:
Sabriel

Lirael
Abhorsen.

Nix, Garth: Mister Monday series.

Oppel, Kenneth.
Paulsen, Gary.

Philbrick, W.R. (W. Rodman)

Freak the Mighty, Max the Mighty.
Tolkien, J.R.R. (John Ronald Reuel):
The Hobbit: or, there and back again. AR 16.0 pts/Level 6.6. Classic Fantasy Fiction.
The Lord of the Rings Trilogy. AR 29.0 pts/Level 6.1. Classic Fantasy Fiction.
Woodson, Jacqueline. Try her books for middle school students, highly recommended for African American students.
PAGE  
15

