SIXTH GRADE SUGGESTED SUMMER READING

FICTION

Adler, David A.

Don’t Talk to Me about the War.

In 1940, 13-year-old Tommy’s routine of school, playing stickball in his Bronx, New York, neighborhood, talking with his friend Beth, and listening to Dodgers games on the radio changes as his mother’s illness and his increasing awareness of the war in Europe transforms his world. AR 6.0 pts/Level 3.8.
Alcott, Louisa May

Little Women.

The adventures of Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy as they grew up into young ladies in mid-nineteenth century New England. AR 33.0 pts/Level 7.9. Classic Fiction.

Anderson, M.T.

Whales on Stilts.

Racing against the clock, shy middle-school student Lily and her best friends, Katie and Jasper, must foil the plot of her father’s conniving boss to conquer the world using an army of whales. AR 3.0 pts/Level 4.6.
Appelt, Kathi.

The Underneath.

An old hound that has been chained up at his hateful owner’s rundown shack, and two kittens born underneath the house, endure separation, danger and many other tribulations in their quest to be reunited and free. AR 9.0 pts/Level 5.2.
Beaty, Andrea.

Cicada Summer.

Twelve-year-old Lily mourns her brother and has not spoken since the accident she feels she could have prevented, but the summer Tinny comes to town she is the only one who realizes Lily’s secret. AR 4.0 pts/Level 4.7.
Birdsall, Jeanne.

The Penderwicks: a Summer Tale of Four Sisters, Two Rabbits, and a Very Interesting Boy.
National Book Award for Young People’s Literature (2006)

AR 8.0 pts/Level 4.7. Fiction.

Bradley, Kimberly Brubaker.

For Freedom: the Story of a French Spy.

A novel based on the experiences of Suzanne David Hall, who, as a teenager in Nazi-occupied France, worked as a spy for the French while training to be an opera singer. Historical Fiction. AR 5.0 pts/Level 4.0.
Burnett, Frances Hodgson.

The Secret Garden.

Mary, a self-centered girl, and Colin, a pampered invalid boy, learn compassion and generosity within the walls of an abandoned garden. AR 13.0 pts/Level 6.3. Classic Fiction.

Choi, Sook Nyul.

The Year of Impossible Goodbyes.

Sookan, a young Korean girl, survives the oppressive Japanese and Russian occupation of North Korea during the 1940s, to later escape to freedom in South Korea. AR 7.0 pts/Level 5.6. Historical Fiction.

Choldenko, Gennifer.

Al Capone Does My Shirts.

A twelve-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935 when guards’ families were housed there, and has to contend with his extraordinary new environment in addition to life with his autistic sister. Newbery Honor. AR 7.0 pts/Level 3.5. Fiction.
Clark, Walter Van Tilburg.
The Ox-Bow Incident.

AR 12.0/Level 5.4. Classic Fiction.

Cooper, Susan.

The Boggart.

After visiting the castle in Scotland which her family has inherited, twelve-year-old Emily finds that she has accidentally brought home with her a boggart, an invisible and mischievous spirit with a fondness for practical jokes. AR 8.0 pts/Level 6.1.
Creech, Sharon.

The Wanderer.

Thirteen-year-old Sophie is the only girl among the surly crew of “The Wanderer,” made up of her three uncles and two cousins. They sail toward England, the land of Bompie, her grandfather. Sophie’s thirteen-year-old cousin Cody isn’t even sure why his father brought him along on the voyage. Everyone, including his dad, thinks he’s nothing but a knuckleheaded doofus. Newbery Honor. AR 6.0 pts/Level 5.2. Fiction.

Davis, Katie.

The Curse of Addy McMahon.

After her father’s death, aspiring 6th-grade writer Addy McMahon feels like she is cursed with bad luck, and when she temporarily loses her best friend and is forced to admit that her mother is dating again, she vows she will never write another word. AR 5.0 pts/Level 4.7.
DiCamillo, Kate.

The Tale of Despereaux: Being the Story of a Mouse, a Princess, Some Soup, and a Spool of Thread.
The adventures of Despereaux Tilling, a small mouse of unusual talents, the princess that he loves, the servant girl who longs to be a princess and a devious rat determined to bring them all to ruin. AR 5.0 pts/Level 4.7. Fiction.
Dunmore, Helen.

Tara’s Tree House.

Tara is bored and unhappy when she visits her gran until the man in the apartment downstairs allows her to use his garden and she learns what it was like to have been a child during World War II. AR 0.5 pts/Level 3.3. Fiction.

Frederick, Heather Vogel.

The Mother-Daughter Book Club.

The mothers of four very different 6th grade girls pressure them into forming a book club, and find, as they read the classic novel Little Women that they have more in common than they had thought. AR 8.0 pts/Level 4.6.
Giff, Patricia Reilly.

Pictures of Hollis Woods.

Abandoned at birth, Hollis Woods has lived in about half a dozen homes and has always wished for a family. A foster caretaker describes Hollis as “a mountain of trouble,” but a retired art teacher takes her in and they bond immediately. Newbery Honor. AR 5.0 pts/Level 4.4. Fiction.

Hahn, Mary Downing.

The Gentleman Outlaw and Me.

In 1887, 12-year-old Eliza, disguised as a boy and traveling toward Colorado in search of her missing father, falls in with a Gentleman Outlaw and joins him in his illegal schemes. AR 7.0 pts/Level 5.5.

Hamilton, Virginia.

Cousins.

Concerned that her grandmother may die, Cammy is unprepared for the accidental death of another relative. AR 4.0 pts/Level 3.7.
Henkes, Kevin.

Olive’s Ocean.

On a summer visit to her grandmother’s cottage by the ocean, twelve-year-old Martha gains perspective on the death of a classmate, on her relationship with her grandmother, on her feelings for an older boy, and on her plans to be a writer. Newbery Honor. AR 4.0 pts/Level 4.7. Fiction.

Holt, Kimberly Willis.
When Zachary Beaver Came to Town.

During the summer of 1971 in a small Texas town, thirteen-year-old Toby and his best friend Cal meet the star of a sideshow act, 600-pound Zachary, the fattest boy in the world. AR 6.0 pts/Level 4.5. Fiction.

Hunt, Irene.

Up a Road Slowly.

After her mother’s death, Julie goes to live with Aunt Cordelia, a spinster schoolteacher, where she experiences many emotions and changes as she grows from seven to eighteen. Newbery Medal. AR 8.0 pts/Level 6.6. Classic Fiction.
Ibbotson, Eva.

The Dragonfly Pool.

Tally and her friend at Dalderton Boarding School form a dance troupe and travel to Bergania, where she befriends Karil, the crown prince, and helps him flee the Nazis after his father is assassinated. AR 16.0/Level 6.5.
Jacques, Brian.

Redwall: the Legend Begins! (A Tale from Redwall series)

When Martin the Warrior leaves Redwall Abbey and embarks upon a journey to the place of his birth, he learns about the brave and noble deeds of his father Luke, a real Warrior Chieftain. AR 16.0 pts/Level 5.6. Fiction.
Kadohata, Cynthia.

Kira-Kira.

Chronicles the close friendship between two Japanese-American sisters growing up in rural Georgia during the late 1950s and early 1960s, and the despair when one sister becomes terminally ill. Newbery Medal. AR 7.0 pts/Level 4.7. Fiction.

Kessler, Liz.

Philippa Fisher’s Fairy Godsister.

Philippa Fisher, who wants to be able to summon a fairy, is surprised when Daisy, the new girl at school, says she is her fairy godmother – or godsister – who is grudgingly committed to grant three wishes, and Philippa struggles to wish for something that will improve her life instead of making it more difficult. AR 7.0 pts/Level 4.1.
Key, Watt.

Alabama Moon.

After the death of his father, ten-year-old Moon Blake is removed from the Alabama forest where he was raised and sent to a boys’ home, where, for the first time, he has contact with the outside world and learns about friendship, love, and humanity. AR 11.0 pts/Level 4.1.

Krulik, Nancy E.

Something’s Fishy.

Katie’s class is visiting the aquarium and Ms. Sweet drops her engagement ring in the tank. Katie turns into a fish and while trying to find her ring, a shark chases her. AR 1.0 pts/Level 3.4.
Lasky, Kathryn
The Night Journey.

A young girl ignores her parents’ wishes and persuades her great-grandmother to relate the story of her escape from czarist Russia. AR 5.0 pts/Level 5.3. Historical Fiction.

LeBlanc, Louise.

Maddie’s Big Test.

Maddie decides that cheating on a test must be easier than studying, but changes her mind once she tries to do it. AR 1.0 pts/Level 3.4.
Levine, Gail Carson

Ella Enchanted.

In this novel based on the story of Cinderella, Ella struggles against the childhood curse that forces her to obey any order given to her. Newbery Honor. AR 8.0 pts/Level 4.6. Fiction.

Lewis, C.S.

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. (The Chronicles of Narnia series)

AR 6.0/Level 5.7. Fiction.

Select from all books in series.

Lord, Cynthia.

Rules.

Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs for a normal existence but her world is further complicated by a friendship with a young paraplegic. AR 4.0 pts/Level 3.9.

Madden, Kerry.

Gentle’s Holler: a Novel.

In the early 1960s, twelve-year-old songwriter Livy Two Weems dreams of seeing the world beyond the Maggie Valley, North Carolina, holler where she lives in poverty with her parents and eight brothers and sisters, but understands that she must put family first. AR 8.0/Level 5.1.

Madden, Kerry.

Louisiana’s Song.

Louise and Livy Two must take charge of their large family after their father disappears during a hike up Waterrock Knob. AR 9.0 pts/Level 4.9.

Maguire, Gregory.

The Good Liar.

Now an old man living in the United States, Marcel recalls his childhood in German-occupied France, especially the summer that he and his older brother Rene befriended a young German soldier. AR 3.0 pts/Level 5.1.
Martin, Ann M.

A Corner of the Universe.

Hattie Owens’s world is turned upside down with the startling arrival of an uncle no one has ever spoken about. Newbery Honor. AR 6.0 pts/Level 4.5. Fiction.

Mieville, China.

Un Lun Dun.

Twelve-year-old Zanna and her friend Deeba discover an entrance to a strange world where they encounter killer giraffes, animated umbrellas, ghost children, and flying double-decker buses. AR 16.0 pts/Level 4.3. Fantasy.
Montgomery, Lucy M.

Anne of Green Gables

Anne, an 11-year-old orphan, is sent by mistake to live with a lonely, middle-aged brother and sister on a Prince Edward Island farm and proceeds to make an indelible impression on everyone around her. AR 17.0 pts/Level 7.3. Classic Fiction.

Murphy, Jim.
The Journal of Brian Doyle: a Greenhorn on an Alaskan Whaling Ship.

A fictional diary in which young Brian Doyle records how he ran away from his home in San Francisco in 1784, joined the crew of a whaling ship, and endured storms, hostile shipmates, and being stranded in the Arctic. AR 6.0 pts/Level 5.9. Historical Fiction.

Osterweil, Adam.

The Comic Book Kid.

When they are given an unusual comic book that allows them to travel in time, 12-year-old Brian hopes that he and his friend will be able to replace his father’s valuable Superman comic that Brian had ruined years before. AR 3.0 pts/Level 5.4.
Park, Linda Sue.

Project Mulberry: a Novel.

While working on a project for an after-school club, a Korean American girl and her friend Patrick learn not just about silkworms, but also about tolerance, prejudice, friendship, patience, and more. Between the chapters are short dialogues between the author and main character about the writing of the book. AR 6.0 pts/Level 4.3.
Park, Linda Sue.

When My Name Was Keoko.
With national pride and occasional fear, a brother and sister face the increasingly oppressive occupation of Korea by Japan during World War II, which threatens to suppress Korean culture entirely. AR 8.0 pts/Level 4.6.

Parry, Rosanne.

Heart of a Shepherd.

Ignatius “Brother” Alderman, nearly 12, promises to help his grandparents keep the family’s Oregon ranch the same while his brothers are away and his father is deployed to Iraq, but as he comes to accept the inevitability of change, he also sees the man is meant to be. AR 5.0 pts/Level 5.2. Fiction.
Paton Walsh, Jill.

The Green Book.

When a group of Britons depart a dying Earth, it is the children who do not give up hope when they arrive at a new planet. AR 2.0 pts/ Level 5.5. Science Fiction.

Peck, Richard.
A Long Way from Chicago : a Novel in Stories.

A boy recounts his annual summer trips to rural Illinois with his sister during the Great Depression to visit their larger-than-life grandmother. Newbery Honor. AR 5.0 pts/Level 5.0. Fiction.
Peck, Richard.

A Year Down Yonder.

Sequel to A Long Way from Chicago: a Novel in Stories. During the recession of 1937, fifteen-year-old Mary Alice is sent to live with her feisty, larger-than-life grandmother in rural Illinois and comes to a better understanding of this fearsome woman. Newbery Medal. AR 4.0 pts/Level 4.5. Fiction.

Peck, Richard.

The Teacher’s Funeral: a Comedy in Three Parts.

In rural Indiana in 1904, fifteen-year-old Russell’s dreams of quitting school and joining a wheat threshing crew are disrupted when his older sister takes over the teaching at his one-room schoolhouse after mean old Myrt Arbuckle “hauls off and dies.” AR 6.0 pts/Level 4.7. Fiction.

Pinkwater, Daniel.

The Neddiad: How Neddie Took the Train, Went to Hollywood, and Saved Civilization.

When shoelace heir Neddie Wentworth Stein and his family take the train from Chicago to Los Angeles in the 1940s, he winds up in possession of a valuable Indian turtle artifact whose owner is supposed to be able to prevent the impending destruction of the world, but he is not sure exactly how. AR 8.0 pts/Level 5.1.
Pratchett, Terry.

Only You Can Save Mankind.

Twelve-year-old endures tensions between his parents, watches television coverage of the Gulf War, and plays a computer game called Only You Can Save Mankind, in which he in increasingly drawn into the reality of the alien ScreenWee. AR 5.0 pts/Level 3.9.

Preller, James.

The Case of the Frog-Jumping Contest.

Jigsaw Jones investigates when the champion frog in a frog-jumping contest mysteriously disappears. AR 1.0 pts/Level 3.1.
Preller, James.

The Case of the Kidnapped Candy.

The students in Ms. Gleason’s class work together to find out what happened to the class’s Valentine’s Day candy. AR 1.0 pts/Level 3.2.
Reiss, Kathryn.

PaperQuake: a Puzzle.

Certain that she is being drawn by more than coincidences into the lives of people living nearly 100 years ago, Violet, who feels like the odd sister in a set of triplets, searches for clues to help her avert an imminent tragedy. AR 12.0 pts/Level 5.3.

Richter, Conrad.

The Light in the Forest.

A young boy is taken by Indians as a captive and raised as one of them. AR 5.0 pts/Level 5.5. Classic Fiction.

Ryan, Pam Munoz.

Esperanza Rising.

Sudden tragedy shatters Esperanza’s privileged world in Mexico, and she and her mother are forced to flee to California where they settle in a migrant camp during the time of the Great Depression. AR 6.0 pts/Level 5.3. Fiction.
Salisbury, Graham.

Under the Blood-Red Sun.

Tomikazu Nakaji’s biggest concerns are baseball, homework, and a local bully, until life with his Japanese family in Hawaii changes drastically after the bombing of Pearl Harbor in December 1941. AR 8.0 pts/Level 4.0. Fiction.
Selznick, Brian.

The Invention of Hugo Cabret: a Novel in Words and Pictures.

When twelve-year-old Hugo, an orphan living and repairing clocks within the walls of a Paris train station in 1931, meets a mysterious toy seller and his goddaughter, his undercover life and his biggest secret are jeopardized. AR 4.0 pts/Level 5.1. 2008 Caldecott Medal.
Sleator, William.

Marco’s Millions.
Twelve-year-old Marco’s love for travel and for his younger sister Lily, who has psychic powers, leads him to journey to other universes, gaining the ability to go wherever he wishes without growing old. AR 5.0 pts/Level 4.9. Science Fiction.

Smith, Betty.

A Tree Grows in Brooklyn.

A young girl comes of age in the squalor and poverty of the Brooklyn slums. AR 23.0 pts/Level 5.8. Classic Fiction.

Stevenson, Robert Louis.

Treasure Island.

Young Jim Hawkins discovers a treasure map in the chest of an old sailor who dies under mysterious circumstances at his mother’s inn. He shows it to Dr. Livsey and Squire Trelawney who agree to outfit a ship and sail to Treasure Island. Among the crew are the pirate Long John Silver and his followers who are in pursuit of the treasure. AR 12.0 pts/Level 8.3. Classic Fiction.
Stewart, Trenton Lee.

The Mysterious Benedict Society.

After passing a series of mind-bending tests, four children are selected for a secret mission that requires them to go undercover at The Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened, where the only rule is that there are no rules. AR 18.0 pts/Level 5.6.

Stewart, Trenton Lee.

The Mysterious Benedict Society and the Perilous Journey.

Reynie, Kate, Sticky, and Constance, all graduates of The Learning Institute for the Very Enlightened and members of the Benedict Society, embark on a scavenger hunt that turns into a desperate search for the missing Mr. Benedict. AR 19.0 pts/Level 6.1.
Sullivan, Jacqueline Levering.

Annie’s War.

In 1946, imaginary conversations with President Truman help ten-year-old Annie cope with having to live with her grandmother in Walla Walla, Washington, her uncle’s prejudice toward her grandmother’s black tenant, and her intense desire for news of her father, a pilot in the Army Air Corps who was reported missing in action. AR 5.0 pts/Level 4.7.
Taylor, Theodore.

The Cay.

Phillip is separated from his mother by a shipwreck which leaves him blind and marooned on a Caribbean Island where he befriends a West Indian sailor who helps him survive. AR 4.0 pts/Level 5.3. Fiction.

Watkins, Yoko Kawashima.

So Far from the Bamboo Grove.

A fictionalized autobiography in which eleven-year-old Yoko escapes from Korea to Japan with her mother and sister at the end of World War II. AR 6.0 pts/Level 4.7. Historical Fiction.
Wiles, Deborah.

Each Little Bird That Sings.

Comford Snowberger is well acquainted with death since her family runs the funeral parlor in their small southern town, but even so the ten-year-old is unprepared for the series of heart-wrenching events that begin on the first day of Easter vacation with the sudden death of her beloved great-uncle Edisto. AR 6.0 pts/Level 4.5. Fiction.
Wilson, N.D.

Leepike Ridge.

While his widowed mother continues to search for him, eleven-year-old Tom, presumed dead after drifting away down a river, finds himself trapped in a series of underground caves with another survivor and a dog, and pursued by murderous treasure-hunters. AR 7.0 pts/Level 4.8.
Woodson, Jacqueline.

Last Summer with Maizon.

Margaret tries to accept the inevitable changes that come one summer when her father dies and her best friend Maizon goes away to a private boarding school. AR Level 4.0. Sequel: Maizon at Blue Hill

Woodson, Jacqueline.

Locomotion.

In a series of poems, Lonnie writes about his life after the death of his parents, separated from his younger sister, living in a foster home, and finding his poetic voice at school. AR 2.0 pts/Level 4.7.

Wynne-Jones, Tim.

Rex Zero and the End of the World.

In the summer of 1962 with everyone nervous about a possible nuclear war, ten-nearly-eleven-year-old Rex, having just moved to Ottawa from Vancouver with his parents and five siblings, faces his own personal challenges as he discovers new friends and a new understanding of the world around him. AR 6.0 pts/Level 4.1.
NONFICTION

Alcott, Louisa May.

Louisa May Alcott : Her Girlhood Diary.

Edited by Cary Ryan. AR 1.0 pts/Level 5.6.

Broadwater, Andrea.

Mary McLeod Bethune: Educator and Activist.

This book traces the life and achievements of the black educator who fought bigotry and sought equality for blacks in the areas of education and political rights. AR 3.0 pts/Level 7.7.
Canfield, Jack.

Chicken Soup for the Teenage Soul: the Real Deal.

School: cliques, classes, clubs, and more. Nonfiction.

Freedman, Russell.

The Voice That Challenged a Nation: Marian Anderson and the Struggle for Equal Rights.
Tells the life story of singer Marian Anderson, describing her famous 1939 Lincoln Memorial performance and explaining how she helped end segregation in the American arts after being refused the right to perform at Washington’s Constitution Hall because of the color of her skin. AR 3.0 pts/Level 8.2.
Houston, Jeanne Wakatsuki.

Farewell to Manzanar.
A true story of Japanese American Jeanne Wakatsuki Houston relating her experiences living at the Manzanar internment camp (Manzanar War Relocation Center) during World War II. AR 7.0 pts/Level 6.7. Autobiography.
Landau, Elaine.
Heroine of the Titanic: the Real Unsinkable Molly Brown.

Brown is best known for her bravery and compassion during the tragic sinking of the Titanic, but few people are aware that she was also an outspoken suffragist and one of the first women to run for the U.S. Congress. AR 3.0 pts/Level 8.2.
Lobel, Anita.
No Pretty Pictures: a Child of War
The author, known as an illustrator of children’s books, describes her experiences as a Polish Jew during World War II and for years in Sweden afterwards. AR 8.0 pts/Level 5.0. Memoir.

Lutes, Jason.

Houdini: the Handcuff King.

A brief biography of escape artist Harry Houdini written in graphic comic format that reveals the secret of some of his stunts. AR 1.0 pts/Level 4.2. Biography.
Nelson, Peter.

Left for Dead: a Young Man’s Search for Justice for the U.S.S. Indianapolis.

Recalls the sinking the U.S.S. Indianapolis at the end of World War II, the Navy cover-up, and unfair court martial of the ship’s captain, and how a young boy helped the survivors set the record straight 55 years later. Nonfiction.
Parks, Rosa.
Rosa Parks: My Story.

Rosa Parks’s life story reveals the deliberate choices she made that earned her the title “Mother to a Movement.” AR 6.0 pts/Level 6.2. Biography.

Paulsen, Gary.

Caught by the Sea: My Life on Boats.

Paulsen tells of boats that have owned him – good, bad, and beloved. AR 3.0/Level 6.3. Biography.

Paulsen, Gary.

How Angel Peterson Got His Name: and Other Outrageous Tales about Extreme Sports.
Author Gary Paulsen relates tales from his youth in a small town in northwestern Minnesota in the late 1940s and early 1950s, such as skiing behind a souped-up car and imitating daredevil Evel Knievel. AR 3.0 pts/Level 6.0.

Pflueger, Lynda.

Mathew Brady: Photographer of the Civil War.

Author traces the life of Mathew Brady, a pioneer in the field of photography and a historian who understood the role photography could play in documenting history. AR 3.0 pts/Level 8.2.
Philbrick, Nathaniel.

Revenge of the Whale: the True Story of the Whale Ship Essex.

Recounts the 1820 sinking of the whaleship “Essex” by an enraged sperm whale and how the crew of young men survived against impossible odds. Based on the author’s adult book “In the Heart of the Sea.” AR 9.0 pts/Level 8.3. Nonfiction.

Wooten, Sara McIntosh.

Margaret Bourke-White: Daring Photographer.

Describes the life and accomplishments of photojournalist Margaret Bourke-White, whose work includes some of the most important photographs of the twentieth century. AR 3.0 pts/Level 7.1.

SERIES:

Lewis, C.S.
The Chronicles of Narnia.
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A Tale from Redwall. 
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Agnes Parker … Girl in Progress
Fiction series.

