The ABCs of National Board Certification
Analysis (analytical writing) is the WHY of what you think about what you do. You make an interpretation of what effect your teaching has and share your sense of why this is important. You want to write why it happened and your understanding of what should come next.

Big Picture. Begin to read your directions for completing your portfolio as soon as you can. It takes about 2 weeks to understand what you really have to do. Be familiar with the National Board Standards!

Computer files need to be backed up! Computers crash when you can least afford for this to happen.

Descriptive writing is the WHAT. Not only do you describe the scene in your classroom which allows the assessors to visualize what you are describing, but you also describe the students being taught, the lesson, how the lesson will be presented, and the learning outcome.

Entry requirements are at the heart of National Board Certification. These are the standards that accomplished educators embrace and internalize. Your entry will be scored on how well it provides evidence of your knowledge of the National Board Standards.

Follow directions. Answer the questions that are provided to complete the written commentary. 
Get those student release forms signed early for every student. As time goes on, you may change your mind about whose work you want to choose for each entry.

How assessments are scored…each entry is scored independently. When you ship your portfolio, you will individually package each entry. Think of each entry as a separate project.

Involve your students and parents. Write a letter explaining what you are doing and how their involvement can help you attain this goal.

Justify scheduling some personal time just for you. If you thought you were busy before, you are in for a real eye-opener. But, no matter what, create some time for you, even if it is only 15 minutes.

Keep lots of macaroni and cheese on hand so your children can make their own supper. You have time to cook, wash clothes, or clean the house for about 3 months.

Let other people help you with the ordinary, everyday chores of living. Delegate work to your colleagues and ask for help. Also, learn to say “no” (just for a while).

Multiple paths to knowledge is a common standard. Accomplished educators provide students with a variety of entry points and open-ended opportunities to explore significant problems.

National Board standards provide a framework for all educators to ensure that we are on the same page.

Organize your work. Create computer files based on the entries. Color-coded file folders and crates can help keep your documentation organized.
Plan what you will do and when. Suggested time lines are provided in the portfolio introduction and in the Stellar materials. Plan ahead to take some professional leave.

Quality of teaching is evident among accomplished educators because they regularly reflect on their practice to strength the effectiveness of instruction.

Reflective writing is the SO WHAT? This thinking occurs after the teaching process and enables you to let the assessors know what you have learned from your teaching experience and how you can improve your teaching practice. You may think the experience went well, or not so well. This is where you can talk about how that information will guide you in the future.

Student work samples need to be collected from every student. Examine the work to see which samples can clearly showcase your understanding of the standards.

Take a week off after mailing the portfolio and THEN begin to prepare for the assessment center.

Utilize resources within your school system. Ask Curriculum Specialists or other NBCTs to read your entries and observe your teaching to see if the standards are evident.
Videotaping is very time-consuming (for most of us). Get help or have your students help with the taping.

What in the world was I thinking?

Xamine Your Zest for teaching. Undertaking the challenge of National Boards will renew your commitment to be the best that you can be.  You will never be the same again.
