Ideas for Using Tech Terms
in the

Middle School
Schoolwide Technology Integration
· Create a tech word wall in a central location (hallway, library, tech lab, lunchroom).

· School morning announcements should include a tech term of the week.  Closed circuit television announcements that are live in some schools could use this in their daily broadcast.
· Divide the tech term powerpoint into weekly segments to run continuously on a large screen television in a prominent location.  (For example: Show news on cafeteria television with tech terms in a “Did you know?” format)
· List tech terms on the school website.

· The "tech term of the week" could be featured in weekly/monthly newsletters that go out to students and parents by email.

· Post a new word each week in the computer labs.
· Have a contest weekly for students to define the "mystery tech word." The students put the definition on a piece of paper and put it in a box for a drawing, or reply to a post on a blog.

· Advertise different aspects of technology that 8th grade students need to brush up on for the Technology Fluency Test.
Classroom Technology Integration
· Create a tech word wall in the classroom and highlight a new word each week.

· In the computer area of the classroom, post a new word each week.

· Use tech terms on computer screen savers, desktop graphics and tickertapes.
· Ask students to make a movie explaining some of the tech terms. Upload them to the class website, wiki, or blog.
· Write the word of the week in the agenda/bellringer/journal with definition so that they are saved for the year.
· Specific terms to think about:

· Boolean - Get students to "conduct a boolean search" (and/or/not) when researching projects. Teachers must say the word "Boolean".
· Hyperlinks - Use the word and tell students to click on the "hyperlink in blue"
· Ribbon - Refer to the "toolbar" now as "the ribbon" in Microsoft Office applications.
· Address bar - Tell students how to navigate to the address bar at the top of the screen instead of "googling" a web site.
· URL - Stands for Uniform Resource Locator. Unique address for a file. Use this term when referring to web sites. Refer to "URL" instead of "web address".
