                                                         Jefferson County Schools Diploma Requirements                                   Updated:9/21/2011

	Diploma

Endorsement

	Alabama High School Diploma
24 Credit Diploma option becomes permanent with the 2011-2012 school year
(Credit Based Diploma Endorsement [must pass reading, math, plus one additional section of AHSGE]

approved for graduates of 2008-2009)

	Alabama High School Diploma

Advanced Academic Endorsement
Advanced Academic diploma is the default diploma for Freshman CLASS of 2009-10 (graduates of 2012-13)
This endorsement is required for all Honor Graduates in Senior Classes of 2010 and 2011.
	Alabama High School Diploma
Advanced Academic Endorsement  with Distinction
This endorsement may be earned beginning with the Senior Class of 2011.
This endorsement is required for all Honor Graduates beginning with the Senior Class of 2012.

	Requirements



	Alabama High School Graduation Exam Requirements
	Must pass all subtests


	Must pass all subtests


	Must pass all subtests



	Total Credit Requirements
	24 credits
	28 credits
	30 credits

	GPA requirements


	None
	None
	3.0 or above

	Advanced Placement Requirements


	None 

	None 

Pre-AP and AP courses recommended
	Minimum of  two  Advanced Placement (AP) courses

These two courses may come from core credits or from elective credits or from a combination of core and elective credits.

(Dual Enrollment credits approved by the Director of Curriculum and Instruction may be substituted.)

*See notes below.

	ALL Students must take a course in all four core subjects (English, math, science, and social studies) EACH year in grades 9 – 12.

	Criteria 
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	Alabama High School Diploma
	Alabama High School Diploma

Advanced Academic Endorsement
	Alabama High School Diploma

Advanced Academic Endorsement  with Distinction
Beginning with Senior Class of 2011

	Credit Requirements



	Total Credits Required
	24 credits
	28 credits
	30 credits

	English
	4 credits 

English 9

English 10

English 11

English 12
	4 credits 

English 9

English 10


English 11

English 12
	4 credits

English 9

English 10

English 11

English 12 

*Note:  One or both of the required AP credits may be satisfied by courses in AP English.

	Math
	4 credits 
Must include

Algebra I or A/B 

Geometry
	4 credits
Must include 

*Algebra  I or A/B
  *Course progression will begin with geometry if Algebra I is successfully completed in the 8th grade.
Geometry

Algebra II with Trigonometry
Pre-calculus or AP statistics is required for Classes of 2010, 2011, and 2012 (2009 sophomores, juniors, and seniors).

	4 credits 
Must include 

*Algebra I
*Course progression will begin with geometry if Algebra I is successfully completed in the 8th grade.
Geometry

Algebra II with Trigonometry

Pre-calculus or AP Statistics*
*Note:  If AP Statistics is used to satisfy this requirement, that credit MAY NOT be used to satisfy the AP credit requirement.
AP Calculus will ALWAYS satisfy one of the two required AP requirements.

	Criteria
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	Alabama High School Diploma
	Alabama High School Diploma
Advanced Academic Endorsement
	Alabama High School Diploma
Advanced Academic Endorsement  with Distinction
Beginning with Senior Class of 2011

	Science
	4 credits
Must include

Biology

*A Physical Science
*A physical science is defined as a physical science course, a chemistry course, a chemistry in the community course, or a physics course.
	4 credits

Must include

Biology 

*Chemistry  

*Chemistry in the community 
(Chem-com) does not apply.
	4 credits

Must include 

Biology,

Chemistry,

Physics or any AP Science* 
*Note:  If an AP Science is used to satisfy this requirement, that credit MAY NOT be used to satisfy the AP credit requirement.
A SECOND AP science course will ALWAYS satisfy one of the two required AP courses.

	Social Studies
	4 credits
Must include

World History
U. S. History I
U. S. History II
U. S. Government/Economics
	4 credits
Must include

World History
U. S. History I
U. S. History II
U. S. Government/Economics
	4 credits
Must include

World History
U. S. History I
U. S. History II
U. S. Government/Economics
*Note:  One or both of the required AP credits may be satisfied by AP courses in social sciences

	Foreign Language


	None
	2 credits
Both credits must be in the SAME foreign language
	2 credits
Both credits must be in 

the SAME foreign language

*Note:  One or both of the required AP credits can be satisfied by AP courses in
 foreign language.

	Criteria
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	Alabama High School Diploma
	Alabama High School Diploma

Advanced Academic Endorsement
	Alabama High School Diploma

Advanced Academic Endorsement  with Distinction
Beginning with Senior Class of 2011

	Physical Education


	1 credit (L.I.F.E. course required)
	1 credit (L.I.F.E. course required)
	1 credit (L.I.F.E. course required)

	Health 

Education


	.5 credit
	.5 credit
	.5 credit

	Arts Education
	1 credit
	1 credit
	1 credit

*Note:  One or both of the required AP credits can be satisfied by AP courses in the fine arts area. 



	Computer Applications
	1 credit

Note:  May be waived following JefCoEd policy & added to elective requirement.
	1 credit
Note:  May be waived following JefCoEd policy & added to elective requirement.
	1 credit
Note:  May be waived following JefCoEd policy & added to elective requirement.


	Online Experience
	Beginning with Class of 2013 (2009 freshmen) students must complete one online/technology enhanced course or experience prior to graduation.
	Beginning with Class of 2013 (2009 freshmen) students must complete one online/technology enhanced course or experience prior to graduation.
	Beginning with Class of 2013 (2009 freshmen) students must complete one online/technology enhanced course or experience prior to graduation.

	Elective Credits
	4.5 elective credits
	6.5 elective credits
	8.5 elective credits

	Total Credits
	24 credits
	28 credits
	30 credits

















