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Decoding the Dropout for Adequately Yearly Progress (AYP)
Rationale:  The number of dropouts (event dropout) is part of Graduation Rate formula used for AYP:

Di is the number of dropouts in grade 12 for year i.

D(i - 1) is the number of dropouts in grade 11 for the first previous year (i - 1).

D(i - 2) is the number of dropouts in grade 10 for the second previous year (i - 2).

D(i - 3) is the number of dropouts in grade 9 for the third previous year (i - 3).

There is a separate projected 4-year dropout rate that was used in lieu of event graduation rate in the past.  Alabama is required to report the projected dropout rate to the Federal Government.  However, the projected 4-year dropout rate is not used for accountability.  

What a Dropout is as defined for accountability (AYP)? 
· A dropout is a student who was enrolled in the school some time during the previous year (July 1 – June 30) and was not enrolled by October 1 of the current school year.

· A dropout is a student who has not graduated from high school or completed the state-approved graduation requirements for a diploma.

· A dropout is a student who does not meet any of the following exclusionary conditions:

· Transfer to another public school system, private school, private tutor, church school, or state-approved educational program (as defined by the Adult Education Agency).  See Code of Alabama 16-28-1 for clarification.
· Temporary absence due to suspension or school-excused illness.
· Death.
Clues for Decoding the Case:  What is a dropout for AYP?
	IS A STUDENT WHO:
	A DROPOUT FOR AYP?

	Graduated.
	No

	Completed a state-approved secondary education program for students not addressing a regular diploma graduation or school completion requirements.
	No

	Receives his/her GED certificate by end of summer of senior year and earned required credits
	No 

	Moved out of system or out of state and is not known to be in school.
	Yes

	Leaves the United States and does not provide information as to his/her whereabouts – must be documented evidence that they left the U. S. (i.e., statement from a parent)
	No

	Transferred to and is in membership in:


a.  Another public school in system, or public school system in- or out-of-state.

b.  Private elementary or secondary school, in- or out-of-state.

c.  Church school

d.  Private tutor
e.  Jr. or 4 year College
	No

	Died.

	No

	Has not graduated, has not completed an approved program, or has not died, and educational status subsequent to leaving school is unknown.
	Yes

	Left school after passing age to which system must provide free public education.
	Yes


	IS A STUDENT WHO:
	A DROPOUT FOR AYP?

	Enrolled in an adult education program in a postsecondary school and does not complete the program by the summer of the senior year.
	Yes

	Is in an institution that does not offer a secondary educational (Army, possibly Job Corps, corrections or vocational) program.
	Yes

	Is in system and not in school and is temporarily absent because of illness which has been verified as legitimate.
	No


	Is in system and not in school and is temporarily absent because of illness which has not been verified as legitimate.
	Yes

	Is in system and not in school and has a Long-term absence because of illness and receiving educational services (e.g., residential drug treatment center, severe physical or emotional illness).
	No

	Absent because of disciplinary action due to suspension or expulsion with the option to return and suspension or expulsion period not yet over.
	No

	Absent because of disciplinary action and suspended or expelled and period has expired, student did not return
	Yes

	Absent because of disciplinary action resulting in expulsion; no option to return
	Yes

	Absent because of disciplinary action resulting in expulsion; transferred to and in membership in another school or system.
	No

	Is in an alternative education setting (e.g., hospital/homebound instruction; special education residential; correctional institution;) and the program is administered by an agency considered a special school system or an extension of a regular school system.
	No

	Is in an alternative education setting (e.g., hospital/homebound instruction; special education residential; correctional institution;) and the program is an off-campus offering of a regular school system.
	No

	Is in an alternative education setting (e.g., hospital/homebound instruction; special education residential; correctional institution;) and the program is not approved or administered by a system; program classified as adult education.
	Yes


What is an exited student?

· An exited student is a student who has attained the required credits for graduation, but has not passed the Alabama High School Graduation Exam by the date of graduation.
· An exited student is a student who has not attained the required credits for graduation, but has passed the Alabama High School Graduation Exam by the date of graduation.

· An exited student is a student who received special education services and obtained a Graduation Certificate according to the Individualized Education Program (IEP).

· An exited student is a student who left with an exit document other than a diploma (i.e., GED).

What is a repeater?

· A repeater is any student who is retained in any grade level for which the formula captures.  These students are not placed in the formula.  A student receiving special education services may continue to repeat the senior year to the age of 21 in order to attain the required credits for graduation.


